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Greetings from Travel Town!

Happy New Year from all of us at Travel Town!

Wow! Only a few weeks old and 2008 is already shaping up to be a
wonderful tremendous year for the Museum and the Foundation! |
am ecstatic to tell all of you about a number of wonderful and very
significant donations that we received since our last Tender issue.
So, inno particular order . . .

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Conrad of nearby Glendale donated a historic
1945 Railway Express Agency delivery truck to the Foundation.
During the first half of the 20th Century, the Railway Express Agency
was America’s principal express delivery company — precursor to
today’s FedEx, DHL and United Parcel Service. The Railway Ex-
press Agency, often known simply as “REA” had a government-
sanctioned monopoly on the package express business and shipped
literally anything and everything — from Guinea pigs to nuclear
weapons. Of course, railroad cars provided the long-distance trans-
portation, with trucks (like the one donated by the Conrads) being
used to pick up and deliver items to and from the trains and the
customers. The Foundation is undertaking the operational restora-
tion of the REA Truck for use as an ambassadorial vehicle —to help
promote the Museum and the TTMF’s outreach efforts. Although
we’ve just gotten started on this restoration project, we’ve already
had two important and valuable contributions in addition to the

Her "Docent Hat" firmly in place, Nancy Gneier offers a group of Boy Scouts
a first-hand explanation on the workings of a steam locomotive. This March,
the Foundation will be partnering with two local Scout troops to host our
second TTMF Railroad Merit Badge seminar.

vehicle itself: the Coker Tire Company of Chattanooga, Tennes-
see, generously donated a new set of historically-accurate Firestone
tires for the truck. Coker is a major supplier of specialty tires for
historic vehicles and automobile collectors. We’re also very grate-
ful for the generous support of Mr. Bob Bartels and B & B Auto-
motive of Canoga Park for donating and arranging the transporta-
tion of the historic vehicle to the Museum.

As rehabilitation work on the Southern Pacific steam locomotive
“No. 20" moves forward, we secured a fantastic contribution from
the metal-fabricating firm of Wagner Plate Works, headquartered
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The generous folks at Wagner Plate Works
will be donating the custom-fabricated boiler shells needed for the
S.P. 20’s new steam boiler. This is an incredible boost for the reha-
bilitation project — one that we hope will pave the way for other
similar contributions as the project moves forward.

Over at the Museum’s other “operational restoration” project — the
Santa Fe Motorcar M.177 —we’re excited to receive a donation of
eight 8-volt storage batteries from the Exide Battery Corporation.
These batteries will be installed “in series” on the Motorcar to
provide the 64 volts of battery power needed to “‘excite’ the car’s
main generator and electrical system. We are very grateful to Excide
for its support in supplying this very necessary component for the
M.177 Project development!

I also want to extend a hearty thank you to another Glendale resi-
dent, Crista Miller, who donated a wonderful “G-Scale” L.G.B.
electric train set to the Foundation. We set it up as part of our Polar
Express Pajama Party and hope to make it a permanent part of our
holiday decorations in future years. Thanks, Crista!

As you read through the rest of the Tender and learn more about
the many projects going on around the Museum, I really hope you
will consider giving a little of your spare time to join our Volunteer
Team. We’re always looking for new people and Travel Town is
brimming with things that you can help with — no matter what your
skills or talents are. We have a lot of FUN too — please join us!

See you at the Museum!

Greg Gneier, President
Travel Town Museum Foundation
March 2008
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501(c)(3) non-profit educational corporation, dedicated to the preservation and interpretive presentation of railroad history. We work in partnership with the Los Angeles
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On the Platform . . . Kirk and Derek Reinholtz

On the Platform this spring we present our great father-and-son
volunteer team of Kirk and Derek Reinholtz!

Derek, a sophomore at Crescenta Valley High School, came out to
Travel Town last year to do school-required service hours and
brought his mom and dad along for the ride. Derek’s father, Kirk, a
genuine “rocket scientist” at Pasadena’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL), grew up visiting Travel Town and |8
was interested to see just what was going on at the
Museum. Says Kirk about that first day of volunteer- |
ing, i
| was a heavy equipment mechanic in the military
and I’m always looking to get Derek chances to [8
learn new mechanical arts. One thing led to an- 8
other, and next thing you know we’re right in there
— hip deep in grease and muck, putting thou-
sands of pounds of mechanical guts back into this
huge American railroad crane! It was a blast, and
I was hooked. We’ve been there pretty much every
weekend since.

Like many of us, Kirk found that magic of trains when
he was a boy:
I think it started when | was very young. We

=5

hung around waiting for the train to arrive. | heard P
the distant thunder of its engine, the gate bells 4
clanging, its horn, then the very ground shaking
as it approached. That made quite an impression
on me | guess!

As | grew older | remember a phase where the idea that
you could ride those little ribbons of steel to pretty much
anywhere was pretty romantic. Then later, as | studied
engineering, | came to appreciate just what it took, and
takes, to build and operate a railroad. Here at Travel
Town, I’ve had many a conversation with fellow volun-
teer Greg Ramsey as we’ve worked on the rolling stock
about how the men that designed and built this stuff re-
ally nailed the engineering for the most part; and that
they did it all with sliderules and a few primitive ma-
chine tools, if that — no computers. It’s truly amazing,
and somewhat humbling.

dropped my aunt off at the station (Burbank, | ' Q L
think) for her trip back up to San Francisco. We E= .

Kirk goes on to share why he keeps volunteering:
I keep it up for two reasons, really. First, it’s a way to con-
tribute. | was taken to Travel Town as a small child, I brought
my kids there, my grandson recently visited for the first time.
It’s easy to imagine one of those grandkids working on (or
maybe finishing!) an artifact I’m working on today.

Second, it gives me a chance to work in the world
of big mechanical things, which I’ve always en-
joyed and appreciated. Our ability as humans to
design and build these machines to do our bid-
ding is what has given us most of what we have
today. It’s nice to stay in touch with that.

.l And it offers me a great opportunity to pass some
| ™ of that on to Derek as well. | think what’s come
out time and time again is how there are so few
opportunities for kids to learn how do BUILD
and FIX things these days. My son’s high school
doesn’t have metal shop, doesn’t have auto shop,
doesn’t teach welding, the list goes on and on.
.| Sure, computers are important and there are jobs
= at McDonalds and Starbucks, but who’s going
to keep our infrastructure up? Who’s going to
build and maintain our mechanical stuff? It
seems like most kids don’t even know which way
L | to turn a wrench. Can that be good for our na-
Ml tion and economy? That might seem a bit off
topic, but it does come back to Travel Town. Here
kids can learn to appreciate and understand
and work on mechanical things, and do real physical
work; all of which is, | think, part of being a well-rounded
productive member of society.

Indeed, Derek is a kid learning to appreciate and understand me-
chanical things. Working alongside Dad, Derek is learning to arc
weld and develop a number of other general mechanical skills. Dad
is particularly excited to see Derek gaining a visceral understand-
ing of mechanical engineering and its relationship to to good main-
tenance practices. Like any high school teenager, Derek has a lot of
other things going on . . . when not at Travel Town, he plays on the
J.V. Swimming and J.V. Water Polo Teams at Crescenta Valley High
School and enjoys both street and mountain pedal-bikes and mo-
torcycles! We’re so delighted and fortunate to have such a great
father-and-son pair on our Travel Town volunteer team!

(Left) Kirk signals Greg Ramsey in the Crane so they can install the wheels on the flatcar. Derek’s just adjusting his hat! (Center) Kirk signals to the
crane operator as Derek looks on. (Right) Kirk and Derek work together to push the wheels of the flatcar into place.
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